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Good Things Happen When Community and SNIPPP Volunteers Come Together

For several months, a beautiful German shepherd became a quiet fixture in Burney, appearing and disappearing in
ways that made him feel almost legendary, as though he belonged everywhere and nowhere at the same time. People
spotted him moving carefully through town, along roads and backyards, foraging for food and shelter, always alert
and always just out of reach. He had no collar, no clear home, and yet he managed remarkably well on his own, rely-
ing on instinct, intelligence, and an uncanny ability to stay one step ahead.

As sightings increased, so did concern. Photos and updates circulated on Facebook, neighbors

& compared notes, and eventually it became clear that this was not a dog who had simply wandered

-~ off for a day or two. He had likely been dumped and left to fend for himself, and while he was

l\  not aggressive or threatening, he was understandably skittish and deeply cautious around people.

B What everyone noticed, though, was his gentle nature. He showed interest in other animals,
| avoided conflict, and seemed to want connection even as he protected himself from it.

= SNIPPP stepped in early, setting up a live trap with food and blankets at the Water District of-

fice, hoping to offer him a safe and humane way off the streets. The shepherd, however, was far

too smart for such an easy solution. He investigated, circled, and retreated, never quite trusting the invitation. Days

turned into weeks, and weeks stretched into more than three months, during which time the town collectively learned
that helping this dog would require patience, restraint, and a willingness to meet him on his terms.

The turning point came not through force or strategy, but through kindness and consistency. A local couple, Adam
and April, began noticing him lingering near their home, first passing through and then returning more regularly, until
they decided to build a small lean to on their porch to give him shelter from the elements. They left food, kept their
distance, and allowed trust to form slowly, watching him appear on their security camera at odd hours, quietly choos-
ing their porch as a place of safety without ever being asked.

What finally sealed his trust was friendship. The shepherd began playing
through a fence with a nearby friend’s border collie, the two dogs meeting,
tails wagging and barriers gradually feeling less important. One day, drawn
in by familiarity and comfort, the shepherd stepped into the yard, and the
gate was closed behind him. There was no struggle, no fear, just a moment

.~ that felt earned. What made the moment especially meaningful was knowing

= how many people had quietly played a role in getting him there, those who g

s shared posts, kept watch, offered food, respected his space, and trusted that
patience would matter more than speed. Now called “Buddy” he has been
with Adam, April and their little dog Baby Girl for 4+ months.

This was never just the story of a dog being caught. It was the story of a community choosing care over control and
understanding over urgency. In the end, Burney did not rescue the shepherd by chasing him down, but by creating
enough safety, compassion, and connection that he could finally choose to stay.
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THE COSTS OF NOT SPAYING OR NEUTERING YOUR PET

It happens so quickly — a person sees a puppy, kitten, dog, or cat and their heart says, “Yes!” and they take
their new best friend home. Weeks pass and they grow so fast it’s hard to imagine. The owner is busy and
maybe there isn’t time to make an appointment to get them spayed or neutered, or even get shots, or the
owner thinks it’s better to “let them be” and suddenly, they have a pregnant dog or cat, or, if the pet is
male, their neighbor has a pregnant pet! Now what?

Unfortunately, far too often, the “now what?” turns into resentment and blame towards the innocent pet,
who didn’t have a choice in the matter.

Once the litter is born, the owner becomes overwhelmed! “Now what do I do, I can’t take care of all of
these.” They may make a call or two, but the shelters are full, nobody wants them, and there doesn’t seem
to be any choice....so the owner loads them into the car, takes a drive down a seldom traveled dirt road
and drops them off, possibly telling themself, “They will be ok...someone will find them, or they will just
survive.”

The grim reality is they WILL NOT! The percentage of dumped animals, especially young litters of kit-
tens and puppies that survive is unknown, but statistically and practically speaking, the odds are gravely
stacked against them. Predators in the sky and on the ground; keen hunters, will hear their cries and re-
spond, and that cute, innocent puppy or kitten so carelessly tossed aside will perish in a painful, tragic
death. If it does somehow survive, it will likely die of starvation or perish under the wheels of a vehicle.

The answer is simple — be a responsible pet owner and Spay or Neuter your pets. If you can’t afford the
cost, perhaps owning a pet isn’t the best idea. If you think pets are better off as “nature intended” and don’t
believe in spaying or neutering, perhaps owning a pet isn’t the best idea for you either.

The numbers are staggering! One unaltered female dog and her offspring can produce 67,000 dogs in on-
ly 6 years!

With cats, it seems unbelievable: 1 female cat can produce an average of 12 kittens per year. Those 13 cats
(including the original female) can produce 67 more cats in year two, 376 by year three, 2,107 by year
four, 11,801 by year five, 66,088 by year six, and 370,092 by year seven. By year eight a whopping
2,072,514 cats could exist if none of the kittens produced are spayed or neutered!!!

This is the reality SNIPPP deals with every day.
ALL BECAUSE OF A DECISION THE OWNER MADE OR REFUSED TO MAKE

Other statistics support the logic of spaying and neutering as well:

Nationally, 80% of the dogs hit by cars are unaltered males searching for female mates.

Every year, tens of thousands of female dogs and cats die from breast cancer, ovarian cancer, uterine
cancer, uterine infections and difficult pregnancies.

Spaying and neutering helps decrease the number of animals that are euthanized at shelters.

Owners of sterilized pets have fewer vet bills.

_-—_




DO THE RIGHT THING - SPAY AND NEUTER YOUR PETS!

While funding is available, SNIPPP provides spay and neuter vouchers (to reduce the surgery vet bill by the
amount of the voucher) upon request to residents of the Intermountain area. Working together with our three
local Veterinary hospitals (Burney Veterinary Hospital, Fall River Veterinary Hospital, and Modoc Veteri-
nary Center) we offer the following generous voucher programs:

Regular Vouchers:

(available to all Intermountain residents within our service area)
Female Cat Spay: $100 voucher

Male Cat Neuter: $50 voucher

Female Dog Spay: $60 voucher

Male Dog Neuter: $40 voucher

Low Income Programs:

(available to low income households within our service area only, other restrictions apply)
Female Small/Medium Dog (under 501bs-non Pit Bull or Pit Bull mix) Spay: $200 voucher
Male Small/Medium Dog (under 501bs-non Pit Bull or Pit Bull mix) Neuter: $160 voucher
Female Large Dog (over 501bs or Pit Bull or Pit Bull mix) Spay: Up to $350 voucher

Male Large Dog (over 501bs or Pit Bull or Pit Bull mix) Neuter: Up to $250 voucher

To obtain a voucher, call SNIPPP at 530-336-6006. We are a 100% volunteer staffed Animal Welfare Or-
ganization (501¢3 non-profit) dedicated to helping end domestic animal overpopulation.
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AVOIDABLE PROBLEMS

- SNIPPP was recently asked for assistance in j

dealing with a large litter of puppies (10) born ; 4

within our service area. Upon further investiga- s

tion, we found that the puppies were offspring of

a dog who was part of a group of 6 unaltered

dogs actively breeding. An additional litter of 6

pups was born to another female dog in the same "~
group. Thanks to the person who ended up with the dogs via a death in the family, we have spayed/neutered
all six dogs and have found a shelter out of the area willing to take the puppies for placement.

Feral Momma Cat and Kittens Rescued

= A SNIPPP volunteer received a message on the phone line from a

mother cat and her young kittens that were on site. The large trucks

and heavy equipment driving around put these kitties at risk.

SNIPPP volunteers quickly took a cat trap out and set it up in hopes

of capturing the mother. Once the mother cat was captured the Bur-

ney Disposal employees showed SNIPPP volunteers where they had
found the kittens. It took two days but, thanks to the efforts of both SNIPPP and Burney Disposal employ-
ees, the mother cat and her six kittens were rescued and are now safely with a volunteer foster.




Sadie Needs a Home

This beautiful girl is looking for her “furever”
home. She is a mixed breed and approximately
1-1/2 yr old, spayed, vaccinated, housetrained
and weighs about 50 pounds. Sadie had a con-
genital issue with her left kneecap not staying
in place. Her kneecap has been surgically re-
paired, and her recovery has been stellar. Her
foster parents say Sadie could use some contin-
ued manners training because she is so energet-
ic and excitable, but she is good with other
dogs, cats and young children. Please contact
SNIPPP if you are interested in making Sadie a
permanent family member.

* VOTE FOR *

BUBDY!

Ako.... Officer Doofy
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Rattlesnake Aversion Training In FRM
When: Tuesday, June 16, 2026

Cost: $90 per dog

Contact: Shannon King (530) 945-8319
maxieking@sbcglobal.net

What is Rattlesnake Aversion Training?

Rattlesnake aversion training is a systematic
process that introduces your dog to live, muz-
zled rattlesnakes while a using a low-level
electronic correction to teach him/her a rattle-
snake is not a good thing to be around. The
process involves introducing the dog to the
snake through the senses of smell, sight, and
sound. Rattlesnakes have a distinct odor and
local species of rattlesnakes are used for the
training.

If you read our first page you know:

VOTE BUDDY FOR MAYOR!

Sglgfl?P Donation Form snippp Spay and Neuter Intermountain Pets and Pet Placement
™= PO Box 223, McArthur, CA 96056 * 530-336-6006 * www.SNIPPP.org

= To Donate by Credit Card visit www.SNIPPP.org and click on the Donate button, or visit www.paypal.com/givenow search
= and select SNIPPP as your favorite charity—when you donate through PayPal Giving Fund, SNIPPP is not charged any fees

= and receives 100% of your donation!

NAME:

* To Donate by Check simply fill in the form below and mail it to us with your check.
In either case, THANK YOU for caring!

D This is a general donation for SNIPPP || This is for DAVID'S FUND [ This is for DOUGAN'S DREAM—HEALING HEARTS FUND

ADDRESS: CITY:

STATE:

PHONE: CELL PHONE:

EMAIL:
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